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The PLUS Board 

Ann Finlayson joined PLUS Board in 2007 and is a former chair of the board. She lives in Cambusbarron with husband Jim, they have two grown up daughters, a grand daughter and 19 year old son Niall who is a member of PLUS Bank.  Ann currently works for Jobcentre Plus.  Ann is also a board member of Cambusbarron Community Development Trust and is on the committees of Forth Valley Flyers Disability Athletics Club, Forth Valley Disability Sport and Cambusbarron Gala.

Chris Brodie joined the PLUS board in 2011.   She is a social work team leader who has specialised in working with disabled children and their families.  Chris currently works for Edinburgh City Council following many years of work for Stirling Council 
Gail Riddell has been a member of the board for 7 years and is a member of the Staffing Group.  She lives in Stirling with her husband Peter, her sons Scott and Glenn, a couple of guinea pigs and a few fish!   Scott is a member of PLUS Youth.  Gail works part time as a midwife.  

Irene Cavanagh  joined the Board in 2009 and appointed Chair in September 2010. She has over 30 years’ experience working in and managing Social Work Services for all age groups.  Her skills and experience range across all aspects of the strategic management of complex services, and, as a social work professional, an appreciation of the role of individual support in promoting equality.
Lesley Livesey has been a member of the PLUS board since November 2010.  She is a qualified Social Worker and has worked in a variety of capacities supporting children and adults with disabilities within statutory and educational settings and voluntary organisations. Latterly she managed services for children in a range of settings for Aberlour Child Care Trust. Lesley is passionate about the inclusion of all children in their local communities.  She is currently Co-Director of ‘Keys to Inclusion’ promoting inclusion for children and families affected by disability and is Parental Involvement Officer for Stirling Council. She is married with 2 teenage sons.

Lynne Drysdale joined the board in 2011.   She is member of the Family PLUS committee.  Her son Lewis is a member of PLUS Youth. 
Paul Dimeo joined the Board in 2011. He is a senior lecturer in sports policy at the University of Stirling. He lives in Cambusbarron and has two daughters.

Susan Rodger 
Susan Rodger joined the board in 2009, having worked as the Plus Youth Inclusion Project Manager for 3 years previous to this appointment. Susan works in the voluntary sector and is the Adviser for Additional Needs for Forth Valley Girl Guides.  Susan is the Vice Chair of the Board and sits on the Quality and Development Working Group and the Fundraising Group.

Rebecca Cooper joined the board in 2011 and is a teacher at Castleview Primary School.    Prior to teaching Rebecca worked for several years with PLUS in a variety of roles beginning as a volunteer and finishing as the Youth Inclusion Coordinator. 

Thom Kirkwood : Is a Management professional with over 25 years experience and expertise across private and voluntary sectors, Former Community Councillor and Community Sports Club Secretary, Served on Councils Community Council Review Body, Served on Education Committee, Former Trustee & Scottish Affairs Spokesperson for The Patients Association, Served on regional and local review bodies. Former Trustee and Treasurer  Opportunities Group - Delivering play and support services to pre-5’s with disabilities and their families. Has strong interests in disability inclusion most recently making submissions to Scottish Office Ministers in respect of Autism Services and driving forward a best practice in inclusive integrated partnerships between professionals, families and the individual with disabilities.. 
Scott Urquhart re-joined the board in 2011 as treasurer, having served in that role  some years ago.  Scott is the Assistant Director of Finance for NHS Forth Valley.  His daughter Rosie is a member of Playplus.  
